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| Ince Heaven denies us _—_ of c boizes | | 
| Why ſhould: a Man (for God-ſake) makea noiſe Þ 


| 2 TU neverwhinei into a Golden Wiſh, | | 
Nor labour after Flying Happineſs : "SIE | 
- Nor take the pains to Curſe my bidiward F ate, | 
Y Or to the Goddeſs F ortune doff my Hat : 47 
«i 


But if my Fate do's lend me Breath ſo long, 

To make an end of this Authentick Song, . 
You'll hear i it; orif not, hal hold my Tongue. 
For 'tis a Jeſt to Rail at adverſe Fate, | 
AWi ſe Man's Merty, do's Congratulate, =O” | 
And will Enjoy himſelf 1 in Every State. 
If He be doom'd to Knighthod; or a Gown; q 
It does affett his Hee?s, but not his Crown : | 
For why ſhould he have Windmills in his _ 
Becauſe the Biſhop, or the Ki ing, has ſaid} 
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4 | Hobſon's Choice. 


Riſe up Sir Richard, or Hey-jingo Prieſt 

Appear, and ſhew the World a New-made VeS ? 
Prelates and Princes too are oft miſtaken ; 

'Tis not what They, but what One's ſe/f does make One. 
Then ſhould a Wiſe Man mind the random Talk, 

Of thoſe 7ocoſe and Elevated Folk, * "i 
And ſo be bubbled of his Native Will, 

By which he 1s juſt what he would be Nill ? 
Fantaſtique Fortune may do what ſhe can, - Þ 
She'll leave me as ſhe finds me, ſtill a Man ; 

Or if ſhe pleaſe to let me but alone; 

I ſhall be Hobſon then, and that's all one : 

And tho' ſhe moſt Delights to make us Apes, 

And gives us every Day,New ſeveral Thapes ; 
Nicknames us Lords; and: Citts, and Mountebanks, 
And makes us play abroad her ſenſleſs Pranks, | 

A Wiſe Man knows himſelf ſtill under all, | 

And ne'er forgets his true Original:: 

The Man Appearsbeneath the Aſs Skin ; 

And Fortune wears without, himſelf within. 

But what if froward Fortune looks awry ? +; - 
Why, if ſhe be Croſs-grauvd, een' ſo'ſhe may. : - 
What Man of: Suſe, would carxe,a Straw for thap?: * 
Qr value mMo1F hey # avour than her. Hate 9 
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Hobſon's Choice. 

If T deſerve her Friendſhip, ſhe's to blame, 

And the Reproach Aﬀſperſes moſt the Dame. 

For who that feesa Muſe's Son in Rags, 

| That upand down in Rime for Vittle begs, 

Do's not with utmoſt Indignation ſay, 
Fortune's a Zade, but He's an honeſt Boy ? 

This Dons, and Men of Ouality, will own, 
Who Buy his Wit, becauſe themſelyes have None, 
Mean time the Bard reels on, and neer Reflects, 
His Poverty his Liberty Protects. 

And well be knows 'twere Mad inhim to Wiſh, 
For Country Seats, or Landed Happineſs ; 

That Prayer would ne'er obtain among the Gods ; 
For twereenough to ſet the Stars at Odds. 

His Planet governs with a Liberal force, 

And unreſtraind, abides no ſtated Courſe, 

But freely all about the Sky it reels, 


As he below its merry Influence feels. 


By Heaven, Id rather be juſt what I am, 
Plain Hobſon,. than be painted with the Sham 


Appearance of the Gaudy Fortunate, 
Who have leſs Happineſs, and more Crevat. 
B 


6 Hoblſot's Choice. 

For Happineſs would be a Paradox, 

If 'twere Enjoyed alike by Wits and Blocks. 
But Various Mei purſue the Various Notion 


Of Happineſs, according to the Portion 
They have of Senſe, which is the Gift of Fate, 
And not to be inferr'd from an Eſtate, 
No more than Wiſdom from a lroad-brim'd Hat. 
And yet it is the ardent with of One, 
That was, belike, both Bred and Born in Town, 
£m O that bard by I had a private Seat, 
Fine as my Hopes, as my Ambition Great, 
That all the Town might come andhear me Bleat, 
And make ne Wiſhes for a freſh Retreat. 
So Wiſhes ſtill vain Wiſhes muſt ſucceed, : Le 
And thoſe again beget an Endleſs Breed, _— 
And all at laſt muſt ftray without a Head ; 
| For who that has that Engine on his Neck, 
| Whoſe heft do's not the weak Supporter break, 


And what he has not here, to hunt for there 2 
e.z.ads. As if when he his Wench 'and Stream had found, 

His Happineſs would not in both be drown'd : 

For who can bound the Cravings of his Thought, 


Would ever Ramble from himſelf ſofar, Y 
t 


When it exceeds the brims of what he's got ? 


| Hobſon's Choice. 
The Fancied Groyad-plat, and the F lowing Stream; 
Content hina better as they are his Theam, 
Than it he view'd his diſappointed Face in them. 
Then home recall thy Wandring Thoughts agen, 
Make that their Manſion which was once their Den : 
There lct them form Domeſtick Happineſs, 
With lefs Applauſe, but with much more Succeſs, 
And with inverted Wit the Poet truly Bleſs. 
For I'm the happy Man, when all is ſaid, 
Who live at Home, my Houſe upon my Head ; 
Who never lengthen to a fore:gn Wiſh, 
But ſize my Porrage always to my Diſh ; 
And-unaftected-both with Timeand Place, 
Behold th' uneven World with even Face. 
Inſtant Fruition Cheers my aged Pate, 
And Marks of Plenty ſhine upon my Hat. 
Tho' 'm not Rich, I have the Ready Meſs, 
To ſtop my Mouth, e'er Gutts are in diſtreſs : 
Not that I tune my Speculative Brain, 
Juſt to the Croacking of their Groſler Strain : 
But if they Cry aloud, I've Breadand Cheeſe, 
And they ſhall hold their Peace for ſuch as theſe. 
Cuſtard, and Nicer Diet, I forbid, 
And Sacred Pres unviolated Lid. 
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When Sippp's done, -IFnever Dream of pant ©; © 


For times to c« 5avyhich 1 wreI' 15 
4 f YN » # WE 1 . , gd ,, A Uk | r= I Y 
Rat in the Co7ii5t when I've ſata 11 


| Pleas d with my ſelf,” Tgive the World a ſinile, © © 
Therv ty own Pace away I go to Bed, — 
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